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I was credibly informed that Rev. (?) Mr W •> said he had 

no conscience in politics. Deacon S said, " do not bring 

religion into politics." *- Why not, deacon, you bring religion 
into yoor common deal, do you not?'* said a liberty man. '* No, 
indeed I don't !" said the deacon. Dr Taylor argued that it 
would be right to vote for the least of two devils in supposable 
cases. Others have gone to the other extreme, and said it it* 
wrong for christians to vote at all, and especially under the con- 
stitution, — * let Csgsar take care of Ca}sar's kingdom,' or * let us 
use moral suasion instead of law, to put down jnoral evils.' 

Amidst such conflicting opinions, it is our duty — the duty of 
cdl — to inquire, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?" Let us 
then, as much as possible, in a candid, teachable spirit, sit at the 
feet of our heavenly teacher, and learn of him, who teaches as 
never man taught. Let us search the scriptures, and hear wh.^; 
God the Lord shall speak. It would be strange, if, after six ^Ah 
labor of a God, in making all things for our sake, he should 
entirely indijftrcnt to cur actions, or be mcapabh of teaching'j^^ 
his will concerning them ; and especially such acta as belon^l^ 
government, which alTect the rights and interests of God and 
for time and eternity, probably, more than every other act that we 
perform during the whole year. Can we suppose that he has left 
us in the dark on this momentous subject, while on every other 
subject he shows us, by his inspired word, whatever we need to 
know, or do, or avoid doing, impossible ! He says, whatsoever 
ye do, do all to the glory of God. This ef course include? all our 
civil duties among others. Upon these two commandments (love 
to God and man) h.-ing all the law and the prophets. This teach- 
es our duty to God and man, in all the relations of life -as pa- 



rents, children, husbands, wives, brothers, sisters, neiorhbors and 
citizens. But no precept is ^iven to slaveholders, (exoep', to re- 
pent) for there is no such relation instituted by God. He has 
given us pov/er to take care of ourselves upon an average ; hut. 
some have more wisdom, strength, property and other talents than 
others. Abraham was blessed, that others might be blessed 
through him. it was said, " in thee, and in thy seed, shall all 
the families of the earth be blessed.'' So in the church, one is a 
liead and others the hands or feet. There are governments and 
helps, and God hath tempered the body of the church together, 
so that none of the members can say to another, I have no need 
of thee. One member has wisdom to instruct the ignorant; an- 
other is strong, and can do his own work and help liis weak bro- 
ther ; and another is rich, and can lielp the poor, &c. So God 
wills it should be in civil niTairs, giving abundant honor to the 
part that lacketh. Among other things, the blessing liherfy is 
extended to us, thnt we may extend it to others. But in order to 
do it, the righteous must be in authority, that the people may re- 
joice. .And we nmst vote them in, for this purpose. But let us 
see if God wills or ordains civil government. Stephen, in Acts 
7 : 05, says, that this Moses, whom they refused, saying, who made 
thee a ruhr and a judge? the same did God send to be a j'^dfr 
and a deliverer. God saw that it was necessary that they sliould 
have a ruler to deliver them. So God ordained this government, 
and appointed a ruler. And even before tliis, Jose])h says, Gen. 
45: 8, God '-^^ * hath made me * ^''^ a riikT througlK^ut all 
the land of Egypt. So here is another government of God's or- 
daining,, and a righteous man was in authority, and the people re- 
joiced. Yea, still earlier, Melchizedek was % Juiig and a priist 
of the most high God. — Gen. 14: 18. He was a King of peace, 
and yet he blessed Abraham, (returning from the slaughter of the 

viCings,) who also was one of God's chosen rulers. Moses' f'.ther- 
'|n|}aw said, Ex. 18: 21, Thou shalt provide out of all the people 
men, such as fcftr God, men of truths hating covctimsin ^.^^ 
place such over them, to he rulcr.^, &.o. verse %\, If thou shalt 

t^^^ihis thing, and God command thee so, As Moses did so, 

It^ieems he thouglit he did comniand it.; i. e. lie commanded the 
appointment of good rulers, and he never has commanded tiio 
contrary. After Moses, Joshua wrought righteousness, and 
through fiith subdued kingdoms. Here God had the righteous 
in authority, and the people rejoiced. Acts 1*3: 20, Stephen says, 
After that, he gave them judges about four hundred and fifty 
years, until Samuel the prophet. Afterward, wlien the people 
preferred a monarchy, God and the prophets or ministers nomi- 
nated tiie rulers, and then the people accepted or voted for them ,* 
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lev their own heart, nnd raise the cry, — we must vote for our 
man, even if the devil is eaudidate; and even ministers and 
church members, who pray for good rulers, vote for wicked ones,, 
and think they do God service by choosing th ? least of two dev- 
ils for God's minister and our ruler. 

The powers that be are ordained of God; i. e. God ordained 
icivil government, and it v/as manifest, first in the garden of Eden, 
in the voice of God to Eve, and he shall rule over thee, — Gen. 3: 
.!(>;* and then to Cain, saying, and thoii. shalt ruh over him, — 
Gen. 4: 7, (i. e. if thou doest well ;) and then to Noah, — whoso 
sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his "blood be shed, — Gen. 9: 
() ; and next, Abraham commanded his house after him, — Gen 18: 
li) ; and then followed all the varied forms of government, either 
of which is better than none. God says, judges and otHcers shall 
thou makcr — Deut, 16: 18. Not, thou shalt not make them.. — 
God chose David who should fulfd all his will, concerning govern- 
ment. It was said to Solomon, The Lord thy God— ^^ct thee on 
his throne, to be King for the Lord — to do judgment and justice, 
~'2 Chrnn. 9: 10. I will restore thy judges as at the first.-— Ib. 
1 : 26. The hw is good if a man use it lawfidbf. — 1 Tim. 1: 8. — 
The law is — made for — the lawless. — 9. God took of the spir- 
it that he had given Moses, and put it upon the seventy elders, 
that they should bear the burden judging the people with him. 
—Dent. 1: 9 — IS, By met Ivings reign, and Princes decree 
judgment.— Prov. 8: 12. 

Rulers are a terror to evil works. — Rom, 13: 8, and to the praise 
of them that do v/ell. Thou shalt in any wise set hhn to be King 
over thee, whom the Lord thy God shall choose. And we are to pay 
them because they are God's ministers, attending continually on 
this very tiling.— Rom. 10: Q. Take you wise men, and 1 will mah^ 
them rulers over yon. —Dent, i: Rulers must do jus'rdl? 
The God of Israel said, the Rock of Israel spake to me j-'I^Ki 
that rukth over men must be jW. — 2 Sam. 2;?: ^5. The1f||l||M 
arc to judge righteonshj between every man and his hrot^wr^'^fM: 
the stranger; and not respect persons : and lienr the small as;|p^pj 
as the great, tor the judgment, .vs Goo's. — Deut. 1: 16, 17. Tf^ 
judges shall juslift/ the righteous, and condemn the vncJced.-^:, 
Deut. I?: 15, They must not judge un.jiistbj,~—Vii. 82: 2-— but 
d(uend the poor, Jj, and deliver tiieiu from the hand of the wicked, 
4, aiul dojKstiee to tlie afflicted. God says, execute ye judgment, 
and deliver the spoiled owl of the hand of the oppressor. — Jer. 22: 
J?. Di<l not tiiy fatlier cat and drink, nnd do judgment m\d jus- 
tice, and then it was ivell with him — (5. Was not this to Imoto 
me, saith the Lord — 16. Remove violence and spoil, execute 
judgment nwd jusiice.—Y^'iok. 45: 9. The Prince shall not take 
Here iri (araify government. t /. e. the U'lsdom ol Uod. 
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of the people's inheritance by oppression. — 46: 18. The people 
are io ohei/ their rulers as far as they can and not disobey God. 
According to the sentence of the law — thou shalt do — Deut. 
17: 9 — 11. To saints and sinners it is said, render unto CjEsar 
the things that are Ca3sar's. — Matt. 22: 21. Civil government is 
either a good thing, in itself, or a bad one. If it is a good work, 
christians must be ready to this and every other good work. If 
it is einl, then saints and sinners ought to avoid it. Whosoever 
resisteth the poj/^er, resisteth the ordinance of God,* and they that 
resist and despise government or dominion, shall receive to them- 
selves damnation, — Rom. 13: 2. — (except they repent.) We are 
exhorted to pray and give thanks for rz//ers,— -1 Tim. 2: 2.-~-and 
to lift up holy hands, &i,c. — 8. Of course we must zwte right, for 
if we regard iniquity in our hearts, or hold it in our hands, the 
Lord will not hear us. Put them in mind to obey magistrates.- — 
Tit. v>: 1. Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man,— I Pet. 
2: lS.-~~to the King as Supreme, or — Governors — sent by him for 
the punishment of evil doers, and the praise of them that do well. — 
14. The penalties annexed are to be just. At the hand cf eve- 
ry man's brother will I require the life of man. — Gen. 9: 5. He 
that smiteth a man so that he die, shall surely be put to death.^ — 
Ex. 21: 12. He that sleaktk a man .and sellcth him, or if he be 
found in his hand, shall surely be put to death."— I^k. 21; IT, Ye 
shall take no satisfaction for ihc life of a murderer. — Num. 
-31. The land cannot be cleansed of the blood that is shed therein, 
but by the klood of hint that shid it.— A man that doeth vio- 
lence to the blood of -my person, shall jf?cc to the pit ; let no man slay 
hira.~Prov. 28; 17. Paul said, If I — have committed any thing 
iDorthy of death, I refuse not to die. — Acts 25: 11. He is the 
jninister of God, — and beareth not the sword in vain ; — to ex- 
: !;^fate wrath upon him that doeth evil,-— Rom. 13: 4. 
; 'Ifl^^icked rulers are injurious. Jeroboam sinned, and made If- 
prii^^i'jb st», — 1 K. 14: 16. Manasseh made — the inhabitants of 
5:|||p|ja?5alem — to do worse than the heathen. -—'^Z Ch. 33: 9.t The 
i>;::|^r6ked walk on every side, when the vilest men are exalted. — 
' ''^'WM- 12: 8. Shnli the throne of iniquity have fcUou'ship with thee ; 
, twhich iramefch inisehief by a law? — 94: 20. A;^ a roaring lion 
and a ranging hear, so is a wieked ruler over ihe poor people.— 
Prov. 28: 15, The Prince that wanteth understanding, is also a 
great oppressor, but he that hairth eovetousness, shall prolong his 
days. — Ui Wlien the righteous are in authority the people re- 
joice^ but when the nncked hearcth rule, v.lie people nwurn. — 29: 2. 
The King hy jndguierd cstablisheth tiie hirid ; but he that rcceiv- 

* TliciT; is a wide difference between the power lo ride, (juntli/) and the liiijust 
extM'cisc of it. 

+ Ami uo do our oro-slaverv rulers. 
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eth gifts overthtoweth it. — 4. Woe to thf-,m that decree un- 
righteous decrees. — Is. 10: 1. We ought to disobey wicked com- 
mauds of rulers. But the midvvives feared God, and did mtt as 
tlie King of Egypt commanded tlieiii. — Ex. 1: 17. — therefore God 
dealt well with them.— 20. When Saul said, thou shall die, Jon- 
athan; the people rescued Jonathan, that he died not. — 1 Sam. 
14: 44, 45. Be it known unto thee. O King, that we will jiot 
serve thy gods, nor worshi)) the golden image which thou hast set 
up. — Dan 3: 18. That Daniel — regardeth not tlicc, O King, 
nor the derree that thou hast signed, hut maketh his petition three 
times a day. — Dan. 0: VS. Peter and John — said — whether it 
be right in the sight of God, to hearken unto i/ou more than unto 
God, judge ye. — Acts 4: 19. Then Peter and the other Apostles 
— said; We ought to obey God rather than men. — Acts o: 29. 
So we see by the Biblc^ Lst, That civil gov trnment is ordained of 
God. 2d, That it is our duty us workers together with him, to 
make judges and officers of government, 13d, That they must be 
just men, able men, men of truth, haling covetousness, (and espe- 
cially the covetousness of slavery) and fearing God, &c. 4th, 
That it is the duty of rulers to judge without respect of persons, 
to study the law of God, to execute judgment -dud justice, and de- 
liver the spoiled out of the hand of the 02)j)ressor. 5th, That it is 
the duty of the people to obei/, support, and honor .wch rulers. — 
6th, That civil penalties should be enforced on the principle of 
justice, even to the taking of human life, 7th, That oppo|sitVon 
to tlie restraints of just government are attended with dy^adjfel, 
consequences. 8th, That wicked rulers are a curse to th^ fje^fjle^' 
9tli, That it is the duti/ of the people to disobey wicked l^^fik^f^l'-r^.r 
Aias ! liow arc tiiese j)lain precepts of the Bible set at umigli^^Bd, 
trampled under foot by this sinful natiori, in iionunati]pig' 
iug for wicked rulers, and enacting wicked laws. hi|»j|fi4sei^['ty^^^ 
raimy and oppression stand out in bold relief, sliowingj:f|i Jftltera. 
of blood, that this nation is a hypocritical banditti ; boi?^Ii>g:^£|ji^ 
this is the land of the free, and liomc i>f the brave ; \'^iil!8,;i|'.'>^^^^ 
plainly seen by all the world, as the land (d'tliO. lyr;int, ami 'fioiii# 
of tlic slave. In view of this al}-iinport;int suhjoci;, politieal ae' 
Hon l)ecome^? one of the greatest and gravest of moral eiuestintis. 
If the Leirisiature of your State should decree that every ]5ib!e 
and njeeting-liouse should be burnt within two years, who would 
not call it both ii political and moral question ? and would not all 
the ministers preach against it, and all the church members, mala 
and female, electioneer against it, even on the Sabbath day ? If 

* ^(imp I>. D.8 ffMch us io obey fnw.h laws; but if the (7ntho!ics sboui'i <^r;t xhc. 
pnv,( v nnd decree llsal evorv PiotesicirU Mcei iiK-j-liotige iinti Biblt' rhotild burnt, 
W'HiM .liey Miy, uli.-v tin; 'w\ '} U not, \\l)y any, obs'y that tsiore wicked and Ul'H- 
iaii Fi>g'iiive Slave Bill ' , , . 
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BO, how much more, when, not merely the people of one State, 
but about half of the people in half of the States, by slavery have 
no meeting-houses or Bibles of their own to be burnt; and Christ, 
and thousands of his members are locked up in the prison of sla- 
very by the key of Northern votes ; some of which are votes of 
church members and even ministers; of whom God may say, 
they have set up kinf;s but not by me. To whom he may say, 
as unto Pharaoh, * Thus saith the Lord, let my people go, that 
they may serve me and at the judgment, I fear it will be said 
to many such, I was in the prison of slavery, and ye visited me 
not. Brethren, if you were slaves, would you not wish all the 
men who could vote, to .ote for sucii rulers, and such only, as 
are in favor of your im,mediate or speedy relief? You know you 
would. Therefore God commands you to do as you would be 
done by. And ye women, if you were in slavery, would you not 
wish all the women in the land to use their utmost influence with 
all their husbands, fathers, brothers, sons and lovers, to persuade 
them to vote for such rulers, and such onlv, as would be in favor 
of your im.mediate or speedy release. If so, God reijuires you to 
go and do likewise. Slavery is the grentest injustice, oppression^ - 
cruelty and outrage that ever was inflicted on man, and one of; 
the greatest sins against God ; therefore the laws that uphold it; 
are wicked and the rulers sin, in upholding tlie wicked laws, and 
the .voters sin, in upholding the wicked rulers; and this sin is as 
grjfeat as all the miseries it produces to soul and body, in time and 
etei-mty. If slavery is a sin, it is GckI's will it shouki cease 
.withouldelay ; and tlierefore it is his will that the laws shotild ()0 
''l^^iagel and therefore that we should have rulers that will do it : 
irkdi'%h^;t^^pj[Q it is his will that all the people who can vote, ^Aou/d 
yt^im'sUffJi rulers, and such onli/, as are in favor of it. Whvt 
|i^^3.:W«)uid the Lord say of me. if I should say I will not do the 
^'i^^-ptM<)d^ in this ])articular, just now, for fear the majority will 
sflij^O it, this election. Wliat I <lo, I must do (quickly, 'This 
S^^^§^,;'^»y ^ast opportunity ; and liow shall I meet it in the day 
;^f' accounts : If the Jirst man waits till the last man begins/r.'jf , 
•who would ever begin '? The tempter says, great questions arc 
pending just now ; vote this once for party, and leave the slave 
till alter election. Once more, and then, as the father said to his 
boy who wished to go home, Let us hoe through the cornfield 
once more, and fhcn." But when he got through, the father re- 
peaied, " onrc more, and then:' " Then what V' said the boy.— 
" Then another ^ said the father. So the politicians s:iy, and 
vote once more a good many times. The olhce holders and oflice 
seekers are under great concern of mind just before election, and 
say. there^are otke;^ ^reut princijdcs, be?^idcs lih-rry and eqjjal 
rights. Whdt arc Ihcv ? Joim iianduiuh i>aia, thcv arc live 
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Hoaves, and two small fishes. They try to make the -^ommon 
people believe there is a great difference between a whin: and 
democratic party. But it is well known that both parties have 
voted on both sides of what tbey called great questions. Being 
both parties of progress, they have progressed, like a horse in a 
cider-mill, round and round, in each otlier's tracks. Their prin- 
<jiples are of no more consefjuence than the letters of the names, 
w-li-i-g, whig ; d-e-m-o-c-r-a-tf democrat ; for no one can tell 
whether he is better off on account (ff the policy of the one or the 
-other. Let what party may be vominal/}/ in power, the slave 
power is behind the throne, and makes the political puppets dance 
to any tune they please to play or sing. They set up a bank and 
put it down, and put up another, nnd put it down ; put up a ta- 
riff, and put it down, aud put another and put it d(nvn. The 
curse of God is upon those who eat their bread by the vsweat of 
other people's, faces ; wiiile his blessing is upon those who eat 
their bread by the sweat of their own faces. Free labor is elas- 
tic, and conforms to the existiiig policy, and we go ahead ; but 
they cannot prosper under any policy, and hence they change the 
policy, hoping to make better times. 

So wliea a raging fuvur bwrns, 

'.r!u.'y chiingf! from sid<i to Kuie by turns; 

Hiii! h()|)in2 some reli(?rto ga!ti, 

Thcv chatige ihe plrice, but keep tbo pain." 

And they always will, as hnig ;is tlsey keep vslavery. Where, 
the>. ar''. your other great imprests? Are they free labor inte- 
rests'? If these clasli with slave labor interests, they musf. be 
sacrificed. Tlic stave ])ower is like the wonum who said. If 
my hus!)nHd <!on't do as ! say, ho'll hear a plaguey nwi»e alKust 
his e:irs." !f the })art!es do not do as the slaveholders say, tlicy 
w ill not only hear a but lose ilie Southern vote. You nev- 

er can secure free labor interests wlii/f; slavery lasts, and the na- 
tional party organizations of whig and democrat contijiue. The 
slave power will )jot let you. But just let the North l^vo up their 
party spirit, and party organ-izations, and unite for the overthrow 
of slavery ; then the work will st>on be completed, and they will 
have free labor there as well as v*e hero, and wish the same poli- 
cy thrrc as we do furc. it would double and treble the labor of 
the Setuth, aud give a spring to business every where: raise tlic 
price of iaud in the South fourfold ; and the home market lor all 
we manufacture here, would be ;:^reatly iricieased ; an<i our frf/; 
trade with tl'.e South i)e a better protoctir.n than aY)y tariff {hat 
either pi-rtv " r? ""i^r iTivo "is,, uliiSc -^biV? K' *- ttv- ht-'u- r-. 
^laie. Tiicu bietsiiiifa. tetui>orai aud BDintuaJ. urinuriibiirs'.ii and 
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iiniTieasurable, would follow to the nation and the world. This 
ir.Uion wonld become a beacon light to all the world, and the 
thrones of tyrants that half tottered to their fall in the days of the 
Revolution, would tumble into ruin. But if we for filthy lucre, 
for party honors, or any other seilish motives, continue to vote for 
slavery, by votinff for slaveholders and their abettors, this gigan- 
tic sin will soon draw down the severest judgni viits of a sin aveng- 
ing God. When v;e vote with, and for, tiie supporters of slavery, 
we vote to rob men of themselves, of their wives, of their chil- 
dren, of the lifjht of science and of. revelation We vote to rob 
them of their liberty of conscience, and to rob God of his right 
to their free service, and of his right to speak from his v»^ord to 
millions of souls he calls his own, — bought with a Savior's blood. 
We vote to rob thcrn of all redress in courts of law — of all pro- 
tection to their persons, an<l virtnaily all real {-rotection to their 
lives. We vote for tlie adultery of the Southern cliurches, and 
licentiousness of those out of the church ; and for the numberless 
cruelties inflicted by prisons, stocks, gags, ihuaib-screvvs, mark- 
i knives, branding irons, bloody whips, iron yokes, galling 
ciidius, w(K>den paddies, red hot iron naii-rods, and other imple- 
ments of torture- We vote to continue the American mauuiac- 
ture of iiativo born heathen at home, to the amount of more than 
tliirty-seven times faster titan all Christendom is converting them 
a'-rc >.] ; and trample under foot tise Son of God, by doing it to 
i::..) i,'.:st of these his brethren. 

Nor is it much less criminrd not to vote at all. It is saying, 
by a masterly inart/vii//, that we care for none of these things. — 
At least, not enough to tnke up the cross and vote th;it the right- 
eous shall be in authority, -md Clirist, and the le;ist of his disci- 
ples, bf* let out of th(- prison of slavery. W(^. oui^dit to remember 
that it is not only tiiose who are acticc in voting Christ into pris- 
on, but tliose that neglect to visit him and vote him out, who are 
to be condenmcd in the great dny. For we are reipiired, not on- 
ly to cease \o do coil, but ie-irn to (h; iiulL Some luinisters say, 
they have nothing to <lo witii civil matters. i>ut are ministers 
the only men to disobey tiiat «:omni:md of God. .Ind res and oili- 
cers slialt thou make." But it will hurt my miluence. No, — it 
will extciid your iniiuence in favor (.f (iJl duty, as well as thi^, if 
yofi do it for tlui glory of God. Actions speak louder than v/ords. 
Ministers should be able to say to their hearers, " foih)V.' me," and 
not "go, boys. If they neu'lect their duty in fhis. how ca^i they 
enforce other duties upon their ht-;irers. Such t^'achers are look- 
ed upon as cowards by an intelligent comuumity. 1'hey are hi- 
iiiff'itr.fd by their unprincipled hearers, but do not infiucnut thnti. 
.But is if m,,: euoui^h tliat 1 use ^wA^^hm ? Yes. if it does 

not ftasii in the pan, and ini&i hxc, when tiie enemy wields hia 
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deadliest weapons at the ballot box. If it does, it is immoral 
suasion, — a dead f;iith. Give me the moral suasion that goes 
through the ballot box like a bullet through a gun ; or like the 
stone through David's sling, that smites the Goiiath of slavery 
down to the ground, and with his own sword of political action 
cuts off his head. It is good policy to do as the slaveholders 
wish us not to do. As a colored man said about voting : Vv !iat 
John C. Calhoun and other slaveholders go against, I go foi it ; 
and what they vole for. I vote against." A wise thought, and 
perfectly philosophical. They go dead against organized anti- 
slavery political action. But they are hail fellows, well met, with 
those wlio will stick to their party^ right Or wrong, and vote for 
Taylor, Polk, and Tyler too. Why? Because they are not 
afraid of antislavery talk, when it is mingled with pro-slavery vot- 
ing. It is well to talk against slavery, if your actions do not 
prove you a hypocrite; and to pray against it, if you vote that 
your prayer shall bb answered. The prayer from the end of the 
fingers is more effectual and availing, than mere lip service. If 
it is necessary to tnke two or more steps to save a drowning man, 
and you do not take but one, you are as guilty of his death as if 
you had taken none, if you could have saved him by taking one 
or two more. So it is with slavery. If you })ray against slavery, 
and even preoch against it, and it cainiot be overthrown without 
right voting, and can with, and you neglect it, and slavery con- 
tinues for want of your vote, their blood will be upon your head, 
as much as if you had not taken a single '^tep. O I what a dread 
responsibility. But, says one, my conscience will not lei me 
vote. Then pray God that he would sprinkle your heart from an 
evil conscience ; for evil effects How from evil principles- But if 
1 vote, I shall support a pro-slavery government. You support it 
more by inaction, by letting pro-slavery rnen be elected, when 
you might have prevented it by right voting. Or, at least, you 
could have done your part towards it, and expressed a wish, by a 
vote, and in that way given a powerful antislavery lecture But 
if I vote for a man who swears to support the constitution, I f^np- 
port slavery, because that supports it. Not if he understands it 
as antislavery, or at leiast, not pro-slavory. In that case you only 
give him poirer to act again^i slavery in a constitutional way, as 
he understands it. So by your vote you support «/;i/~slavery ; 
while by your interpretation of the instrument, you support sla- 
very, whether you vote t>r not. But if you assert, that though it 
has many fr j principles, it aho supports slavery, and thus con- 
tradicts itself; then a well known principle in common lav/ rc- 
qnire.Sj that if an instrument contradicts itself, that interpretation 
most favorable to natural right and justice is the true one. Now 
as the prear.abic and many other patia of it are u bold dcfeiice of 
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freedom, if it contains any thiiijr in. support of sliivery, it is null 
ijiid void, and us much a mmentity as thou,g;h it was not written 
there: (and, thank God, it is not written there;) and swearing 
to support the constitution, would not be swearin^r to support 
such a clause, for it is no part of the constitution ; and a nonen- 
tity or nullity is of no binding force. So it is no political sin for 
men, after God's ovvn heurtj to vote, and hold ofiice, for the pur- 
pose of opposinjr slavery. If any ask, may I not vote for a slave- 
holder for President, to keep a worse man from coming in 'I — 
there is no danger of that ; or if there is, would you vote for a 
practical monarcljist for that object ? If not, why vote for one 
that is a monarchist, and more too ? The monarch does not own 
his ^;ubiects, but the slaveholder does. Abolitionists were blamed 
tor not voting for Henry ('lay at one time, to keep out Mr Polk ; 
and for Gen. Cass at another, to keep out Mr Taylor ; and they 
have been accused of electing the Presidents, though they did not 
vote for Polk nor Taylor, but voted against thon. If so, their op- 
ponents more than elected them, by giving more votes against them. 
Or, if abolitionists, while a minority, can elect the Presidents, 
what will they <lo when they get to be a majority ? If two or more 
candidates are tyrants, and christians do all tliey can to pre- 
vent their election, if either is elected, those who vote for them 
are aJmc responsible, it is not only sin, but folly, to choose 
sucii rulers, to overthrow or check the cxttnsioit of slavery. It is 
like settincT a fox to o-uard ihe ijeese ; or ii wolf the lamb : or 
sending the Devil a missionary to convert the heathen world to 
God. it has been argued, that this wicked voting is only organ- 
ic sin, and not so great as other sins. But it is vastly greater^ — 
I would much rather one would attempt to nun-dor me than ten ; 
and if they should kill me, v,'ould you say, that each man hi only 
a tenth part guilty of murder, and should be only a tenth part 
hung, to punisii him. llather say lie is ten tiuies as guilty, be- 
croise he employs ten times ibe power to do evil. So, when teri 
hundred thous;:.nd men combine by their votes to do that which 
is worse tlian murder, viz : to contimie the enslavement of mil- 
lions, and to rob God himself by voting wrong, fach man is rc- 
Lsponsible for the tc/iofe. iis really as tliough lie had voted alone. 
Tile motivO; the act, ?md tiit! e!;Vct upon G(m1 anii man, is the 
same in both cases. Nay, 1 would raf/irr be enslaved by am: 
man th.an by fen hundred iiun-^and. But if you say. you did not 
vole thus on purpose to rol)Gf)d, and continue the sum of all vii- 
h'jiies, neither does the rumseiler sell rum on purpose to send bod- 
ies to LUi early grave, and souls to perdition. lie does not do it 
to wring tlie achuig heart of that worse than wi<lowed wife and 
mother, who sits sluvering over a ^e^v co;ds of lire, with heir rag- 
ged, haif-starvcd ehiulren, waiting witii trembling anxiety the ap- 
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preaching footsteps of a drunken liusband, as he reels home from 
his midniglit revels ; perhaps to seize an axe and dash out the 
brains, or cut oiT the heads of the whole family. No? — he does 
not do it for this. Wiiat does ho do it for ? To get money.' — 
For the sake of money he hazards tliese dreadful consequences. 
Ami will you, fellow-citizens, risk the more terrible consequen- 
ces of votinjT for slavery, by joining hands with the slavehohlini? 
whigs and democrats? and trample under foot the rights of God 
and man, for love of money, tiie root of all evil. When, in 1840, 

1 told Esq. T 1, ofll d, that we had set up the liberty 

party, he replied, that 's right in principle, and I '11 go with you 
after election, and 1 don't know hut I shall then, hut I guess I 
must go with my old party once VHin\ for I have a h>rge quantity 
of wool on hand, and I. tiiink it will ftHch tv,-o or three cents a 
pound more iftliey succeed, than if the olh.er ])arty triumphs. He 
had so many hundred pounds of wo(;l over his eyes he could not 
see througli it. It makes no diiference what it is, wool or cotton, 
hats or shoes, uuibrellas or buttons, or anything else that we rian- 
nfacture in the North, or only a pair of copper cents, one over 
each eye. if it is near by, it v/dl hide a mountain of slavery a little 
distance of^, though it be issuing the smoke of tlic bottomless pit, 
and rivers of fire and blood, roilmgr on their desolatinjT torrents 
tiirough the South, extorting the sigh, and the shriek, and the 
groan; the sweat, and tears, and blood of the slaves, finding a 
garden of Eden before, and lcavi?ig a desolate wilderness behind : 
yet the love of money, the root of all evil, is the god of this world, 
that blinds the eyes and stops the ears of selfish ptilitical partisans, 
so they neither see nor hear these notes of wailing and despair., 
tliat warn the nation of its ap])roaching desolation and destruc- 
tion, unless we loose the bands of wickedness and let the oppress- 
ed go free. Lei us nov/ listen to the word of inspiration, i's. 50 : 
16, and onward : lintp the wickid (iod sailh, what hast thou to 
do, to declare my statutes, (or preach the gospel,) or tha<t thou 
shculdest take my covenant into thy month ; (or join the church,) 
seeing thou hatest instruction, [a.hont slavery, &c.) and casteth 
my words beliind thee -~[ Words that reprove popular sins; man 
stealing, &c. When thou sawe.^t a ihief, [a man stealing his bro- 
ther, as the patriarchs did Joscpii, who says, I was .Holm away,] 
then thou ((msnitcuiif with him, fby talking or voting,] and hast 
been partaker with adulterers. [Slavery is a system of adultery.] 
Thou giveth thy mouth to evil, [hy defending slavery, &c.] and 
thy tongue frameth deceit. [Jjoasting of liberty and yet tram- 
pling it under foot ] Thou sittest and speakest against thy bro- 
ther ; [colored brother ;] thou slanderest thine own mother's son. 
[America is ids moiiier, as well as thine, and, it may be, he is lit- 
erally Ihiue own father's soii.l These thinirs hast tiiou done and 
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X kept silence ; [or did not speedily execute judgment against this 
evil work.] Thou thoughtest I was altogether such nn one as 
thyself ; [because I did not punish thee,] but I will reprove thee, 
and set them in order before thine eyes. [This he is doing by 
abolition speeches and writinos.j Now consider this, ye that for- 
get God, [and his higher law] lest I tear you in pieces, and there 
be none left to deliver. 



Mr Cass and Mr Clay, (o!:je great man in each of the prosla- 
very parties,) (.oiitended that there could be no legal slavery in 
our free territory without a positive laiv, enacting, authorizing or 
establishing it. This is a true principle, maintained by Judge 
Blackstouc, the great expounder of law. And yet illegal slavery 
exists there, as the embryo of the giant sin that threatens to over- 
spread tlie land. Mr Calhoun admitted that there was no such 
positive law in ximerica any where, and never was. Therefore, 
there is not, and never was, any legal slavery in the United States, 
He said, slavery was begun by individuals, and then enactments 
were made to regulate it. But if it was ilhgalh/ begun, how 
could it be hgally continued'!* The constitution says, No 
person shall be deprived of life, liberti/, or property, Without due 
process of lav/.'' Now when and wiiere did slaveholders ever sue 
the colored persons, and get away their liberty by due process of 
law ; — by judge and jurv ? When ? And echo answers, token ! 
The English court formerly decided that slavery was legal, and 
slaves were property. But in 1772, Granville Sharpy showed 
them that the writ of Habeas Corpus, trial by jury and princi- 
ples of the common law render it illegal throughout the Brit- 
ish dominions ; and the court admitted it ; thus reversing all 
their former decisions on the subject. And the thirteen colonies 
were in those dominions at the time. And when they organized 
ao States, they adopted those three principles, and thus by their 
own State authority made slavery illegal throughout each of the 
States. 

* Mr Callioun did noS hhk for pofiiive l:nv; he only asAfid Congreya not xo pro- 





